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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Aticle history: Recent functional neuroimaging studies have suggested that specific brain regions might be associated with

Received & October 2007 the formation of anxety-related personality traits, which are well known to be Influenced by gender. Such

i::"“:' T;:"‘;: F;Jg‘nu July 2008 anxiety-related personality traits are one of the representative predisposing factors for mood and anxiety
ept st disorders, whose incidence is also known to be much influenced by gender. However, little is known about

the gender differences in brain function related to anxdety-related personality traits. The aim of the present

-fgwm' study was to examine gender-related differences in the pattern of the relationships between an anxety-
Tern perament related personality rait and cerebral brain glucose metabolism. Regional brain glucose metabolism was
Anxiety measured using | "®F]fluorodeoxyglucose posiron emission tomography in 102 healthy subjects (65 males
FDG-PET and 37 females), An anxlety-related trait was assessed using the Temperament and Character Inventory
Healthy subjects dimension Harm Avoldance (HA). HA was negatively correlated with glucose metabolism in the anterior
Sex specificity portion of the ventromedial prefrontal cortex (vmPEC) in females but not in males. The ante rior vmPFC may
be a possible neural target for the prevention or therapy of emotional disorders, espedally in females.
£ 2008 Elsevier [reland Led. All rights reserved.
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